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14 May 2020 

Report of: Councillor Kelham Cooke 

  The Leader of the Council 

         
  

 

Extension of six-month attendance rule 

This report asks Council to grant an extension to the six-month attendance rule to prevent 
Councillors ceasing to be a Member of the authority under Section 85 of the Local Government 
Act 1972. 

 

 

Report Author 

Jo Toomey, Head of Governance 

 
01476 406152 

 j.toomey@southkesteven.gov.uk 

 

Corporate Priority: Decision type: Wards: 

Administrative Administrative All Wards 

 

Reviewed by: Shahin Ismail, Director of Law and Governance 24 April 2020 

Approved by: Karen Bradford, Chief Executive 5 May 2020 

Signed off by: Councillor Kelham Cooke, The Leader of the Council 5 May 2020 

 

Recommendation (s) to the decision maker (s) 

1. To approve a dispensation for all Members to agree an extension to the six-month 
attendance rule in Section 85 of the Local Government Act 1972 

2. To grant an extension to the six-month rule until 30 September 2020 in order to 
avoid any Councillor ceasing to be a member of the Authority under Section 85 of 
the Local Government Act 1972 

http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgMemberIndex.aspx?bcr=1
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Meeting%20agenda%20@southkesteven
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgWhatsNew.aspx?bcr=1
http://facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgWhatsNew.aspx?bcr=1


 

 
 

1 The Background to the Report 

1.1 Section 85(1) of the Local Government Act 1972 states that “if a member of a Local 

Authority fails, throughout a period of six consecutive months from the date of their last 

attendance, to attend any meeting of the Authority they will, unless the failure was due to 

some good reason approved by the Authority before the expiry of that period, cease to be 

a Member of the Authority.” 

1.2 Attendance can be at any Committee or Sub-Committee where the functions of the 

Authority are discharged or that is appointed to advise the Authority on any matter relating 

to the discharge of its functions. A Member’s attendance at a meeting of an outside body 

to which they were appointed by the Council would also qualify. The Local Authorities and 

Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime 

Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 set out that attendance at virtual 

meetings is also acceptable.  

1.3 The requirement can be waived and the time limit extended if any failure to attend was for 

a reason approved by the Authority, in advance of the expiration of that six-month period. 

The granting of an extension is a decision that can only be made by the full Council. 

1.4 The impact of COVID-19 has affected the number of meetings the Council is holding, 

which may make it increasingly difficult for some Members to attend a meeting. Any 

meeting during the restriction period will be conducted virtually, which may affect some 

Members’ ability to participate, for instance if the area in which they live suffers from poor 

broadband connectivity. 

1.5 Should any Member lose office through failure to attend for the six-month period, the 

disqualification cannot be overcome by the Member subsequently resuming attendance, 

nor can retrospective approval of the Council be sought for an extension of time.  

2 Available Options Considered 

2.1 The Council could choose not to grant an extension to the six-month rule however this is 

not recommended because it could lead to a number of Members ceasing to qualify 

through no fault of their own in these exceptional circumstances. The suspension of 

elections until 7 May 2021 by the Coronavirus Act 2020 would also mean that the Council 

could potentially be forced to operate with a number of vacancies for a prolonged period. 

3 Preferred Option 

3.1 So that no Member is penalised by the coronavirus pandemic, Council is asked to grant an 

extension to the 6-month rule for all Members. 

4 Reasons for the Recommendation (s) 

4.1 It is necessary for Members to grant themselves a dispensation to consider the extension 

of the 6-month rule because all Members could benefit financially by remaining qualified 

and claiming their allowance when they would otherwise have ceased to be a Member. 

4.2 To prevent any Member losing their seat through failure to attend a meeting as a result of 

the coronavirus outbreak it is necessary for the Council to agree an extension of the six-

month rule. The end date for the extension is proposed as 30 September 2020. This would 

give Members several opportunities to attend virtual meetings before they would cease to 

hold office.  



 

 
 

5 Financial Implications  

5.1 This report has no financial implications.  

Financial Implications reviewed by: Richard Wyles, Interim Director of Finance 

6 Legal and Governance Implications  

6.1 Legal and governance implications are set out in the report.  

Legal Implications reviewed by: Shahin Ismail, Director of Law and Governance 

7 Equality and Safeguarding Implications  

7.1 This report has no equality or safeguarding implications. 

8 Risk and Mitigation 

8.1 Risk has been considered in the preparation of this report and no significant high risks 

have been identified.  

9 Community Safety Implications  

9.1 There are no community safety implications arising as a result of this report. 

10 How will the recommendations support South Kesteven District 

Council’s declaration of a climate emergency? 

10.1 Taking advantage of provisions to enable virtual meetings provides a positive carbon 

impact because of the reduction in travel required by Members to attend meetings. 

11 Background Papers 

11.1 S.85 of the Local Government Act 1972: 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1972/70/section/85  

 

Report Timeline:  Date of Publication on Forward Plan (if 
required) 

Not applicable 

Previously Considered by: Not applicable  

Final Decision date   14 May 2020 
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